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Aryeh Avneri. a veteran investigative reporter and Director of the Ometz (courage) organization has been a persistent leader in the struggle against public
service corruption. This past year has been punctuated by many revelations of corruption in government and public institutions. Some of these ex poses
were not fully brought to the general public’s attention. Biased media managers were intent on limiting or blocking the publication of these disclosures.
Time and again, Avneri has published articles on the NFC website attacking the media’s silence on these lopics including allegations involving Prime
Minister Olmert. Avneri has severely criticized media personalities who strive to hush up these escapades. Some of the more significant battles that
Avneri has led include: unscrupulous management practices in the lsrael Broadcasting Authority (IBA) as well as at Educational TV and Yair Lapid's
interview of Prime Minister Olmert. Avneri is well-known and highly esteemed media old-timer. his critical reporting commands great respect, For
his unfailing efforts to assure media coverage ol public comuption he is being awarded the Abramowiz Isracli Prize for Media Criticism - 2007,
Biographical Data

Aryeh Avneri was bom in Jerusalem in 1937, He served in the IDF (Zahal) and filled numerous posts in the military police, He then served us military
reporter on the staff of “Bamachene” (the IDF's magazine) and also wrote for the Air Force's periodical. Avneri has a degree in political science and
sociology from Tel Aviv University’s Advanced School of Law and Economics and completed studies in mass psychology and journalism at the Open
University. Married to Ziva, Avneri has two sons :Roi and Ira. When he was the lead journalist with the week] v “Rimon”, Avneri was also editor of Zarkor,
aKol Yisrael investigative radio program. He also participated in Galei Zahal news broadcasts. Avneri wrote about politics. labor problems, transportation
aild crime. He also wrote several regular newspaper columns.

From 1972 Avneri was an investigative reporter for *Yedioth Ahronoth™. Tens of exposes and revelations were uncovered thanks to his probing and some
of these findings led to legal proceedings against high-level public figures and business people as well. Avneri has published many books. When his
book Hagvir (the wealthy master) about Avraham Shapira, a prominent businessman who simultaneously served as chairman of the Knesset's finance
committee and also headed the Agudat Yisrael party, was released, the Tel Aviv District Court issued a restraining order against the book s distribution
until it had been reviewed by Shapira. Avneri then waged a legal battle in the name of the public’s right to information. His appeal to the Supreme Court
resulted in the book s publication and the court declaration that the principle of freedom of expression takes precedence over the right to privacy. Avneri
headed the joumalists’ committee at “Yedioth Ahronoth™. Then he served as manager of the Jounalists" union in Tel Aviv, He was head of the journalists’
union on the national level and was a member of the Professional Journalism (presidential) Association where he strived to raise journalism ethics and
the status of journalists. He was also head of a working group aiming at curtailing violence against journalists. Avneri also conducted a ampaign against
monopolies in the publishing industry and served as a referee disqualifying high-pressurc (oppressive) newspaper advertising, Avneri also labored to
bring about indictments of editors and publishers involved in illegal wire-tapping.

In November of 1997 Avneri was elected chairman of the National Union of Journalists. In 1999 he resigned this position and also left " Yedioth Ahronoth”.
In September 2000 he was elected to serve as the public’s representative in the Joumalism Association plenary. Then in 2002 he joined “Maariv” to
write essays and research articles. In July 2003 Avneri founded Omelz an organization which encourages honest public administration and social justice,
During its brief existence, Ometz has already succeeded in making an impressive impact in the fight against corruption in this country.




